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Best AI Transcription Tools 2026:
Ranked by Accuracy and Speed
We compared the top AI transcription tools on the audio people actually record. Here

are the eight that actually earn their subscription fees in 2026.

Transcription used to be a chore you outsourced to a human or accepted as 85% accurate. In 2026

the ceiling has moved: the best models now beat human transcribers on clean audio and hold their

own on noisy field recordings. But the market is crowded, and the gap between "good demo" and

"production ready" is wider than the marketing suggests.

Rankings below reflect word error rate (WER), speaker diarization quality, turnaround time, and how

much cleanup the output actually needs before you can use it.

1. Whisper (self-hosted) — 7.8/10

Whisper is OpenAI's open-source model, and Whisper Large v3 is genuinely competitive with paid

services on accuracy. The catch: you're running it yourself. If you have a GPU and don't mind the ops

work, it's effectively free after hardware. If you don't, use one of the hosted options above.

Best for: Self-hosted pipelines, privacy-sensitive workloads.

Pricing: Free (open source). API version $0.006/min.

2. Fireflies — 7.6/10

Fireflies joins your calls uninvited (with permission) and produces a searchable transcript plus AI

summary. The integrations with CRMs and project management tools are the real product — the

transcription is table stakes. Weaker than Otter on pure accuracy but stronger on downstream

automation.

Best for: Sales teams that live in a CRM.

Pricing: Free tier, Pro $18/user/mo, Business $29/user/mo.

3. Deepgram — 7.4/10

Deepgram wins on speed. Their Nova-3 model transcribes an hour of audio in under 20 seconds and

streams real-time with sub-300ms latency. Accuracy is a hair behind AssemblyAI on hard audio but



ahead on clean speech. Custom model training is available for domain-specific vocabulary.

Best for: Real-time applications, high-volume batch jobs.

Pricing: $0.0043/min pay-as-you-go. $200 free credit.

4. AssemblyAI — 7.3/10

Assemblyai is the API pick if you're building transcription into a product. Its Universal-2 model is built

for noisy audio, and features like PII redaction, sentiment analysis, and speaker diarization are all

first-class. Documentation is clean and latency is predictable.

Best for: Developers embedding transcription into apps.

Pricing: $0.37/hr async, $0.47/hr real-time. $50 free credit.

5. Sonix — 7.2/10

Sonix is a solid workhorse with strong multi-language support (40+ languages with high accuracy).

The web editor is polished and export options are extensive. It doesn't win on any single dimension

but it doesn't lose on any either.

Best for: Multi-language transcription, translation workflows.

Pricing: Standard $10/hr, Premium $22/user/mo + $5/hr.

6. Otter — 6.8/10

Otter Ai remains the default choice for meetings and interviews. The live transcription is fast enough

to read along with the speaker, speaker labels are accurate out of the box, and the summary feature

has gotten sharp enough that you can skip watching the recording. Where it falls short: technical

vocabulary and accented speech still trip it up more than the specialist models below.

Best for: Recurring meetings, sales calls, interviews.

Pricing: Free tier (300 min/mo), Pro $16.99/mo, Business $30/user/mo.

7. Descript — 6.6/10

Descript earns its spot by being more than a transcriber. The transcript is the editor — cut a word

from the text and the audio cuts with it. Overdub voice cloning lets you fix flubs without re-

recording. Accuracy is competitive with Otter, and the workflow is unmatched if you're producing

podcasts or video.

Best for: Podcast and video producers who edit their own audio.

Pricing: Free tier (1 hr/mo), Hobbyist $16/mo, Creator $30/mo.

8. Rev — 6.4/10



Rev straddles AI and human transcription. The AI tier is solid and cheap; the human tier is the fallback

when accuracy has to be near-perfect (legal, medical, compliance). If you need a guarantee, Rev is

the only vendor on this list that offers one.

Best for: Legal, medical, and other high-stakes transcription.

Pricing: AI $0.25/min, Human $1.99/min.

Comparison Table

Tool Score Best For Starting Price

Otter 6.8 Meetings Free / $16.99/mo

Descript 6.6 Podcast editing Free / $16/mo

AssemblyAI 7.3 Developer API $0.37/hr

Deepgram 7.4 Real-time / speed $0.0043/min

Rev 6.4 High-stakes accuracy $0.25/min AI

Whisper 7.8 Self-hosted Free

Fireflies 7.6 Sales / CRM Free / $18/mo

Sonix 7.2 Multi-language $10/hr

Final Picks

If you take a lot of meetings: Otter Ai. The workflow is dialed in and the summaries actually

save you time.

If you produce audio or video: Descript. Editing by text is not a gimmick — it changes how

fast you can ship.

If you're a developer: Assemblyai for accuracy, Deepgram for speed. Both have generous

free credits — test on your actual audio before committing.

If accuracy is non-negotiable: Rev human transcription. Nothing else touches it.

If you want to self-host: Whisper Large v3. Free, private, and good enough for most jobs.

The one thing every tool on this list gets right: they've stopped trying to be everything. Pick the one

that matches your workflow, run your own audio through the free tier, and don't pay for features you

won't use.
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