scored.tools

ROUNDUP

Best Self-Hosted Al Tools 2026: 8 Picks
That Actually Run

Eight self-hosted Al tools tested onreal hardware in 2026 — what runs reliably, what
eats your VRAM, and what to skip.

Self-hosting Alin 2026 is no longer a fringe choice. GPU prices stabilized, open-weight models
caught up to mid-tier closed ones, and most teams now have at least one workload they refuse to
send to ahosted APl — usually for cost, latency, or data-residency reasons.

Thisroundup is the result of running each tool on the same box (RTX 4090, 64 GB RAM, Ubuntu 24.04)
for atleast two weeks. Ranking is based on stability, docs, and how much friction the tool adds to
getting work done. Affiliate payouts had zero input into the order.

1. Ollama — Score: 8.6/10

Ollamaremains the default answer for "run alocal LLM, today, with one command." The model library
is current, quantization defaults are sensible, and the OpenAl-compatible APl means most existing
code just works by changing a base URL. Updates ship weekly without breaking the CLI.

e Bestfor: Developers who want alocal model behind an APlin under 5 minutes.

* Pricing: Free, opensource (MIT).

2. Open Webui — Score: 8.6/10

The de facto self-hosted ChatGPT clone. Multi-user auth, RAG overuploaded docs, tool calling, and
a pipeline system for custom logic. Pairs naturally with Ollama or LocalAl on the backend. The 2026
release finally added a usable mobile PWA.

e Best for: Internalteam chat with shared models, prompts, and document libraries.

¢ Pricing: Free, opensource (BSD-3).

3.N8n — Score: 8.4/10

Not an Altool perse, but N8n has become the self-hosted glue that makes the rest of these worth
running. The Alnodes (LangChain-style chains, vector stores, agentloops) are first-classin 2026,



and the fair-code license is workable formost teams. Hosting it next to Ollama lets you build real
automations without sending anything to a vendor.

¢ Best for: Workflow automation that touches local models, internal APls, and external SaaS.

¢ Pricing: Free self-hosted (Sustainable Use License); paid cloud and enterprise tiers.

4. Localai — Score: 8.2/10

Localaiis the closest drop-inreplacement for the full OpenAl APl surface — chat, embeddings,
audio, image, and a growing function-calling story. Docker-first, multi-backend (llama.cpp, VLLM,
whisper.cpp), and it actually respects the OpenAlrequest schema, which sounds trivial until you've
debugged a competitorthat doesn't.

e Bestfor: Teams swapping out OpenAlin an existing codebase without rewriting clients.

* Pricing: Free, opensource (MIT).

5. Anythingllm — Score: 8.2/10

The strongest out-of-the-box RAG experience on this list. Workspaces, documentingestion,
citations, and agent tooling are all wired together without forcing you to learn a vector DB.

Embedding model selectionis exposed cleanly. Multi-user support has improved but still trails Open
WebUI.

e Bestfor: Solo operators or small teams who want a private "chat with my docs" setupinan
evening.

¢ Pricing: Free desktop and self-hosted; hosted cloud tier optional.

6. Lm Studio — Score: 8/10

Lm Studiois what you give a teammate who doesn'tlive in a terminal. The GUl handles model
discovery, GGUF downloads, and a chat interface without config files. The 2026 release added MCP
support and a properlocal server mode, closing most of the gap with Ollama for power users.

e Bestfor: Non-CLlusers, model tinkerers, and anyone benchmarking quantizations side by
side.

* Pricing: Free for personal use; commercial tierintroduced mid-2026.

7. Langflow — Score:7.2/10

Conceptually similarto Flowise — drag-and-drop LangChain — but with a cleaner Ul and tighter
DataStaxintegration since the acquisition. The trade-off is heavier dependency on the LangChain
ecosystem, which churns. Good if your team already lives in LangChain; overhead if you don't.

* Bestfor: Teams already standardized on LangChain who want a visual layer.



* Pricing: Free, opensource (MIT); hosted tier via DataStax.

8. Flowise — Score: 5.8/10

Visual builder for LLM apps. Flowise is genuinely useful for prototyping chains, agents, and RAG
flows you can later export as APl endpoints. The node library is broad but uneven — expect to drop
into custom JS for anything past the happy path. Stability improved noticeably in the 2.xline.

e Best for: Rapid prototyping of LLM pipelines before committing to code.

* Pricing: Free, open source (Apache 2.0); paid cloud tier.

Comparison table
Tool Score  Primaryuse License Setup difficulty
Ollama 8.6 Local LLM runtime + API MIT Trivial
Lm Studio 8 Desktop LLM GUI Proprietary (free tier) Trivial
Localai 8.2 OpenAl-compatible drop-in MIT Moderate
Open Webui 8.6 Self-hosted chat Ul BSD-3 Easy
Anythinglim 8.2 RAG over private docs MIT Easy
N8n 8.4 Workflow automation Sustainable Use Moderate
Flowise 5.8 Visual LLM pipelines Apache 2.0 Moderate
Langflow 7.2 Visual LangChain flows MIT Moderate
Final picks

If you're running one tool: Ollama. It's the foundation everything else sits on top of, and the surface
areais small enough to actually maintain.

If you're building a team setup: Ollama + Open Webui + N8n. Local models, areal chat Ul for the
team, and an automation layer to wire things into the rest of your stack.

If your priority is private RAG: Anythingllm on top of Ollama. You'll have a working "chat with my
docs" system the same day, with citations and per-workspace embedding choices.

Skip unless you have a specific reason: visual builders (Flowise, Langflow) if your team writes code
comfortably — you'll outgrow theminside a quarter, and the export-to-code pathisrarely as clean
as advertised.
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